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Jun 08 2014 : The Times of India (Delhi) 

NEWS DIGEST  

Scientists to lead teams abroad  

All scientific delegations to foreign countries will be led by eminent scientists and not by ministers, the Centre said on Saturday.  

Entrepreneurship is not the prerogative of IITs alone 

http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2014-06-07/news/50404879_1_entrepreneurship-development-

indian-angel-network-padmaja-ruparel 

HYDERABAD: So far, only premier institutes like IITs have been teaching the basics of setting up own 

businesses. But entrepreneurship is now on the agenda of even second-rung engineering colleges, with many of 

them introducing it as a subject. 

"While large companies hire against attrition, startups are best positioned to create new jobs," said Padmaja 

Ruparel, president, Indian Angel Network (IAN). Encouraging entrepreneurship runs beyond providing 

incubation centres, says Ajai Chowdhry, chairman of IIT-Patna and co-founder of HCL. "Premier institutes 

have the best students and faculty. 

During their course work they come up with interesting product ideas but there is little to nurture that," says the 

architect of the B Tech minor in entrepreneurship initiated at IIT Hyderabad in 2011 and now at IIT Patna. He 

says that he has been approached by autonomous universities as well as tier-2 colleges from Gurgaon and 

Bangalore for emulating the same. 

"The idea is to get youngsters excited about entrepreneurship. Though there is a support system for encouraging 

entrepreneurs , no one tells youngsters how to go about entrepreneurship," says Ajit Rangnekar, dean, Indian 

School of Business . The premier B-school has initiated the Technology Entrepreneurship Programme (TEP) 

offered as an elective to engineering students in the third and fourth year. 

The programme is adopted by 26 engineering colleges across Andhra Pradesh on-board , will train students in 

business education and combine technical mentorship and prototyping with the support of faculty and business 

mentors. "We do not expect students to turn into entrepreneurs immediately after college as it is not the first 

career choice for many," says Aruna Reddy, associate director of Centre for Entrepreneurship Development at 

ISB. 

The two-year pilot programme in collaboration with the AP Society for Knowledge Networks has set a corpus 

of Rs 2.5 crore for seed funding business ideas selected at the end of the programme, apart from angel investors 

willing to participate . 

Similar initiatives have been implemented by other states to encourage entrepreneurship among young 

graduates, such as the Student Entrepreneurship Scheme of Kerala government which incentivises student 

startups with incubation as well as 20% relaxation in attendance and grace marks for their initiative. 

The Karnataka government's initiative to set up infrastructure facilities in tier-II and tier-III cities for 

development of satellite IT centres and incubators earmarks . 100 crore for VC funding for tech startups in the 

state. 
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HT Delhi 

DWARKA PILOT PROJECT 

ZoomBookmarkSharePrintListenTranslate 

Water in Palam drain is being treated to secondary level through bio remediation. Treated water can be taken to 

either of the two green belts of DDA for further treatment through a soil bio technology of IIT. It will cost only 

` 4 to ` 5 per kilolitre. Treated water can be disinfected either at the site or a nearby DJB water treatment plant. 

A pilot project of 1 MGD can be started by December at ` 3.5 crore. If successful, it can be upscaled to 10MGD.  

IIT-G invites students for Technothlon 

TNN | Jun 8, 2014, 04.38 PM IST 

GUWAHATI: IIT-Guwahati (IIT-G) has invited students of classes IX to XII from across the country to take part in 

Technothlon — a school championship organized by the institute as a part of its annual techno-management festival 

Techniche. 

 

"Students will get a unique exposure in the championship where the focus will be on assessing the students with 

questions based on logical understanding and reasoning. They require no initial preparation while appearing in the 

prelims of Technothlon. All that they need are spontaneity and out-of-the-box thinking," said Abhigyan, one of the 

organizers of the event. 
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The prelims will be conducted on July 13. Students, who would make through to the mains, will be invited to IIT-G from 

September 4 to 7 during Technichie to face a tougher challenge. About 200 students will be invited to IIT-G. 

 

Students from over 150 centres from across the country participated in Technothlon. 

It’s MHRD’s Punar Janma for India’s Poorna Gnana  

http://www.newindianexpress.com/magazine/voices/It%E2%80%99s-MHRD%E2%80%99s-Punar-Janma-for-

India%E2%80%99s-Poorna-Gnana/2014/06/08/article2265097.ece 

  

I am warmed up with a fresh round of disappointment with the outgone UPA’s unsolicitously logodaedalist 

comment on the new HRD minister. Status check: many who are formally educated with degrees (including me) 

do not know the meaning of logodaedalist. Used in the recently concluded Spellbee finals, it means the clever 

use of words. I am not against being clever but insist on being solicitous. The proponents of the “degree-only 

HRD minister” seem to voluntarily suffer from selective amnesia. UPA must immediately recollect the 

outstanding misdeeds in the last 10 years—a triple-barrelled HRD ministry that saw three minsters in its two 

avatars with a one-bullet ammunition: “If you can’t fix it, spoil it.” Many have listened to Smriti Irani speaking 

in Parliament, TV shows, live panel discussions and are amazed by her well-researched preparations that leave 

no stones unturned. In her attitude to always be well prepared for the occasion lies my confidence that she will 

not do what UPA I and II did. In short, she will not push education to its abysmal nadir. My confidence gets 

doubled as she allows her performance to do the talking in response to her critics’ avoidable superfluity. While I 

positively await her actions, there are certain UPA blunders that I am triply confident that Minister Irani will not 

commit. 

The ministry will not allow the National Educational Policy die in cold storage, but will reheat it with modern 

gadgets to put India’s education journey on proper track through a Higher Education Commission insulated 

from neo-modern (read Western) influence. 

The ministry will not undermine the role of statutory bodies created by Parliament. For instance, the University 

Grants Commission—supposed to be the change agent for university education—was shamefully reduced to a 

silent bystander by UPA. 
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The ministry will not survive on policy rhetoric of RTE, SSA, etc. and other flagship schemes that were 

excessively glorified by the world’s largest NGO—the erstwhile National Advisory Council. Such glorification 

resulted in school education being enrolment and not enlightenment-driven. Pratham’s annual school education 

reports is testimony to this. 

The ministry will not reduce teacher education to a mere body-shopping exercise, but find innovative 

mechanisms to create a coherent synergy among various stakeholders to strengthen the future of India—its 

school teachers. 

The ministry will not massify professional education in the name of inclusivity, affordability and accessibility—

the triple tataka mantra that ensured the disappearance of the fourth dimension—quality along with other forms 

of higher education, social sciences, arts and humanities. 

The ministry will not give step-motherly treatment to polytechnic and vocational education but ensure 

coordinated development that can harness the non-formal but high-quality skills of millions of artisans and 

tradesmen who yearn for formal academic recognition. 

The ministry will not take policy decisions based on ‘expert inputs’ from third innings academics who after 

their two full innings are ready to play as many academic T20s as possible and in the process strangulate 

progressive private higher educational institutions in the name of regulations and let scot-free erring 

public/private institutions. 

The ministry will not charitably confer deemed university status to undeserving institutions by granting 

‘conditional deemed university status’ subject to review after three or five years. No licensing authority issues a 

driving licence with a condition that the holder learns car driving in three to six months. 

The ministry will not resort to legislative gimmicks through toxic pills (read bills) but use existing regulations 

and statutory enactments to clean the education mess. 

Conclusion: Minister Irani is MHRD’s punar janma for India’s poorna gnana. vaidhya@sastra.edu 
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Gadkari’s Ganga plan not new, NTPC already using waterway  
Sanjay Dutta  

,New Delhi:  

TNN  

 

 

Transporting Cargo On River Since October 

A cargo corridor had taken off between Haldia and Allahabad along the Ganga in October last year, much before transport and 

shipping minister Nitin Gadkari’s announcement on Friday of a Rs 6,000-crore plan to turn the holy river into a major 

waterway.  

It was state-run generation utility NTPC that looked at Ganga as an alternative to overcome bottlenecks in transporting coal to 

its eastern powerhouses by rail. After being in the works since 2007-08, the route finally opened in October.  

NTPC has two major power plants in the eastern region along the Ganga — Farakka (2,100MW) and Kahalgaon (2,340MW). 

The two plants require 30 million tonnes of coal if the plants are run at 90% of their capacity. Against the requirement, the 

company has supply allocation of 27 million tonnes of coal, which is mostly of poor quality. It imports coal to  

make up for the poor quality and supply shortfall. 

NTPC used to import coal at Haldia in West Bengal, and Paradip and Dhamra in Od isha for hauling it to its plants through rail. 

But traffic congestion delayed fuel delivery . 

Hence, Farakka and Kahalgaon weren’t able to meet their generation targets. 

That is when NTPC got talking to Inland Waterways Authority of India, which was looking for firm cargo commitment to make 

its waterways plan viable. NTPC assured of moving an annual three million tonnes of coal on barges from Haldia to Farakka 

unit. 

The plan took off in October, with Jindal ITF winning the global bid for waterways transport. 

Buoyed by the success, NTPC recently started transporting turbines and generators weighing thousands of tonnes to Allahabad 

for its 1,320MW mega project in UP . Clean-up plan in a month, says Uma The Union ministries of water resource 

development, tourism, environment and forest, and shipping will come together to develop an integrated plan for cleaning up 

the river Ganga, said water resources minister Uma Bharti on Sunday, adding that a work plan would be readied in a month. 

The Union minister, addressing a press conference in Haridwar, said a meeting of secretaries of the four departments was held 

in Delhi on Friday. A review of past projects will also be undertaken to learn from the mistakes made in their implementation, 

Uma said. She said institutions like IIT-Roorkee, which have evolved methods to maintain the flow of rivers without adversely 

affecting river-related development projects, would be part of the effort. TNN  
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HT Kolkata 

SOON, ROBOTS TO BEHAVE AS HUMANS? 

Robots are good at computational tasks but fail miserably to walk, talk or recognise everyday objects. What if a robot 

could behave like a human? Scientists at University of California are working on a “neurotic” robot that can copy human 

behaviour. “We are trying to make the robot brain more like human brain,” said lead researcher Jeff Krichmar, a 

professor of cognitive science at University of California. 

HT Jaipur 

Harvard confirms antique book is bound in human skin  

ZoomBookmarkSharePrintListenTranslate 

Scientists of Harvard University have confirmed that a 19th century French treatise in its libraries is bound in 

human skin, the university said this week, after a bevy of scientific testing.  

Arsene Houssaye’s “Des destinees de l’ame” (On the destiny of the soul) is part of the antique book collection 

of the university’s Houghton Library, which specializes in rare and antique works.  

Harvard conservators and scientists used several methods to test the origin of the book binding material, using 

microscopic samples.  

Through these tests, they were able to exclude the possibility that the book cover was made from the skin of a 

goat, a sheep or another animal.  

“They are 99% confident that the binding is of human origin,” said a post on the library’s blog.  

The conclusions confirm the veracity of a handwritten note in French found in the book, which said it was 

bound “in human skin parchment.”  

“By looking carefully, you easily distinguish the pores of the skin,” added the note, written by a doctor who was 

a friend of Houssaye, who lived 1815-1896. “A book about the human soul deserved to have a human 

covering,” explained the doctor, Ludovic Bouland.  

Bouland said the skin was taken from the back of a woman who suffered from mental illness and had died of a 

heart attack.  

The doctor said he had another book bound in human skin in his personal collection that was tanned with 

sumac.  

Harvard said that “Des destinees de l’ame” was the only book in its collection bound in human flesh.  
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